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OneShoreline

OneShoreline, cities and SFO:

• Establish common objectives & assumptions

• Share technical information

• Share environmental mitigations

• Share costs

• Utilize public & private lands to meet common 

objectives

OneShoreline’s protection objective: 

FEMA 100-year + 6’ SLR which equals 10’ above 

today’s high tide



Major shoreline 

developments



Zoning Ordinance Update

New public and private infrastructure and development:

• Should be set back from shorelines and creeks to 

accommodate protection infrastructure, including            

nature-based protection and waterfront public trails

• Should be planned to incorporate protection 

infrastructure – variations can be made as long as 

the protection, ecosystem, and trail objectives can be 

met

• Should plan for and build protection infrastructure 

now, rather than be retrofit for it later

• Should be elevated above current FEMA floodplain



Zoning Ordinance Update

Section 25.12.050 – Public Access, Flood and Sea 

Level Rise Performance Guidelines 

Bayfront Commercial District 

• Bay Access

• Creek Access

• Flood Protection & Sea Level Rise Resilience



Bay Access

• 100-foot “shoreline band”

• Public access based on BCDC public access 

guidelines

• Bay Trail connections and improvements

• Maintenance and access in perpetuity



Creek Access

• 35-foot buffer zones

• Public access trail on top of bank



Creek Access

• 35-foot buffer zones

• Public access trail on top of bank



Flood Protection and Sea Level Rise Resilience 



Flood Protection and Sea Level Rise Resilience 

• New construction on waterfront properties should 

include shoreline infrastructure with trail to protect 

against future water levels

• Minimum first floor elevations of new buildings are 3 

feet above FEMA’s base flood elevation at the building 

site (currently floor elevation would be 13 feet)



Design Principles for the Bayfront Commercial 

District

• View corridors

• Bay Trail 

• Public access

• Pedestrian amenities

• Ground floor transparency

• Building articulation

• Streetscape design

• Parking locations and design

• Bird-friendly design



What building long-term resilience looks like:

The shoreline of Burlingame has brought together                                     

three key ingredients to enable progress:

• Regulations and guidelines 

for long-term adaptation 

planning

• Opportunities for major new 

developments along the water to 

contribute to adaptation solutions 

• A regional project to analyze and    

guide those solutions 
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