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June 27, 2012 

In response to suggestions from jurisdictions, HCD has made two significant changes to how it reviews Housing Elements. 

· HCD has produced a Completeness Checklist. This is a checklist that itemizes all the key components of a Housing Element that can help jurisdictions ensure they have all the required components. This is optional for those jurisdictions not opting for the streamlined review. 
See HCD’s checklist

· Some parts of the Housing Element will be eligible for less HCD scrutiny in a process called Streamlined Review. Specifically, Streamlined Review will focus on changes to the Housing Element, rather than reviewing the entire document. For example, if no government fees have changed, jurisdictions can identify this section as the same as the previous Housing Element and, unless there are public comments submitted that raise concerns, HCD will recertify that section. If there are only minor changes, HCD will focus review on the changes and not the rest of the section.

Use of streamlined review does not relieve a jurisdiction from its obligation to address all statutory requirements of State Housing Element law.

There are several steps jurisdictions must take to qualify for streamlined review:
· Have a certified Housing Element
· Fill out the Completeness Checklist and Streamlined Update Form (see above)
· Rezone all land that needed to be rezoned to meet the adequate sites inventory
· Complete SB 2 emergency/transitional/supportive housing rezonings (Allow an emergency shelter in one zone pursuant to SB 2 and permit transitional and supportive housing as a residential use and only subject to those restrictions that apply to other residential dwellings of the same type in the same zone)
· Allow reasonable accommodation for people with disabilities
· Have a density bonus consistent with state law. 

The following sections are eligible for streamlined review:
· Sites Inventory and Analysis 
· Analysis of Governmental and Non-Governmental Constraints 
· Housing Needs Assessment, including special needs groups (excluding the quantification and analysis of homeless individuals and families) 
· Units At-Risk of Conversion to Market Rate 
· General Plan Consistency 
· Coastal Zone Housing

There will be a separate memo that explains how the 21 Element pre-qualification process works with expedited review. 
HCD has several documents to help understand this process better. This includes an overview of the process, a summary chart, a checklist that shows if a jurisdiction is eligible for streamlined review and the form that jurisdictions must use during streamlined review. 
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