
Housing Design Quiz

What’s the Density

____   7 units per acre.

____   16 units per acre.

____   38 units per acre.

____   45 units per acre.

____ 50 units per acre

____   100 units per acre.

What Type of Housing Is It?

____  Market-rate attached single-family

____  Apartments for low and very low 
income families

____  Apartments for low and moderate 
income seniors (two pictures)

____  Market-rate detached single-family

____  Mixed income family apartments 
(50% market rate/50% low income)

2. Hillcrest Gardens (Daly City)

See back for answers

1. Stonegate (San Mateo)

3. Randolph Street (Napa)

4. Benson Gled (Renton)

5. San Paulo (Irvine)

6. Edgewater (Larkspur)



How We Think 
About (and 

Design) Housing

We all have ideas about what a housing development will look 
like based on its type (apartment, single family home, etc.) 
and density (the number of units per acre). But the truth is that 
housing can take many shapes and forms, and the ability of 
a housing development to fit in with an existing neighborhood 
has as much to do with its design as it does with its type and 
density.

To illustrate this point, take a look at the photos of different 
housing developments, and try to guess the density and type  
of housing

Answers 

4   =   7 units per acre.
6   =   16 units per acre.
1   =   38 units per acre.
5   =   45 units per acre.
3   =   50 units per acre
2   =   100 units per acre.

1   = Market-rate attached single-family
6   = Apartments for low and very low income families
2+3 = Apartments for low and moderate income seniors
4   = Market-rate detached single-family
5   = Mixed income family apartments (50% market rate/50% 

low income)

Photo Density

Photo Type of Housing


